Sermon on James 1


Who are we really?

What do we believe?  

Can we be deceived? 

Are we deceived?

Are we hypocrites?   a person who pretends to have virtues, moral or religious beliefs, principles that he or she does not actually possess, especially a person whose actions belie stated beliefs.
There are many Bible verses that command us to act but:

1. Some of us may feel we cannot “muster” the strength to act. 

2. Others think they don’t understand its meaning.  

3. There are those who just flat out don’t believe it and ignore it.

Regardless of the excuse, in the end we don’t do what the Lord requires. 
Which Bible verses do you hold dear and embrace?  Are there others that you actively resist or attempt to ignore?

The book of James also contains verses that press in hard. Why should we believe what he wrote?  Who is James anyway? 

His writings are part of the canon of Scripture.

There are several James mentioned in the NT.  However, most scholars regard the half-brother of Jesus as the writer. Written approximately 48-49 A.D, it was likely the first New Testament letter to be written.  James was first introduced to us in Matt 13:55 and sadly later in John 7:5 as still an unbeliever as late as six months before the crucifixion.  However, following James’ witnessing Jesus after His resurrection, the Book of Acts 12:17 presents James as a leader.  In Gal 2:9 Paul refers to James as one of the pillars of the early church.  Eusebius, an early church father and historian, records James martyred by Jewish leaders angered with his testimony of Christ.  Although pushed from the temple pinnacle and falling 100 feet he stumbled to his knees to pray and was stoned to death in 62 A.D.  His death reflects his commitment to his Savior “a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ”. James knew Jesus intimately and trusted his life to the Savior.

Aside:

It’s been said that there are conflicts between Paul’s writings on faith and James’ emphasis on works.  The misunderstanding stems from a failure to recognize the issues focused on by James and Paul—they are not standing face to face fighting each other but back to back fighting different enemies. Paul attacks the idea that a man can be saved by works and so emphasizes faith (Eph 2:8,9). James attacks the idea that a man's faith may be dead (i.e., unproductive) yet real, and so James emphasizes works (James 2:14-26). The two men are not contradictory but complementary to each other.

James continues his epistle by a power packed, unabashed statement;  

James 1:2  2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds,

The statement made by James is startling in not only how we are to respond to trials in our lives, but also in the range of difficulties it covers.  

What could be so important that requires us to act so completely against our own inclinations?  

Of course any reading of the Bible would show us that this statement by James is not unique. In fact we may say it’s a major theme in the Bible.  We can read similar verses in Matthew, John, Philippians, Romans and Thessalonians.  However, the OT also reminds us of the acts of others like Abraham, Joseph and Daniel.   What they did under direction from and in obedience to God is awesome. 

Partial Bible list:

1. Rom 8:28 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
2. Jer 10:23 23 Lord, I know that people’s lives are not their own; it is not for them to direct their steps

3. John 3:16-1916 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil
4. Matt 5:43,44a 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven.

5. Phil 4:6 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

6. 1 Thess 5:18 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

7. Acts 4:1212 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”
8. Prov 3:5,6 5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight

9. Eph 2:8-9  8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  

10. Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her

11. Ephesians 5:28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.

12. Colossians 3:19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.
13. Rom 12:17-21   17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,”[d] says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
When you read the verse …..

James 1:2  2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds,

….are you thinking, is God really telling us to do this thing James says in verse 2?  By the way this question mimics a question made by Satan to Eve a long time ago. 

Gen 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

I wonder how many of us spend our lives reading God’s words but failing to take the next step of faith. I read Psalm 78 telling us about the Jewish nation in the wilderness and how God dealt with them during their wanderings.  It finally dawned on me that I was the guilty party.  I felt like Peter when he realized he fulfilled Jesus’ prophesy of his denial during Jesus’ arrest and illegal trial (Jesus was in the same room as Peter and was actually looking at him went it happened. Luke 22:60-62).  I was so stunned by my guilt I wrote in my Bible, April 4,1992, the date this occurred. 

Ps 78:32-37  32 In spite of all this, they kept on sinning;
    in spite of his wonders, they did not believe.
33 So he ended their days in futility
    and their years in terror.
34 Whenever God slew them, they would seek him;
    they eagerly turned to him again.
35 They remembered that God was their Rock,
    that God Most High was their Redeemer.
36 But then they would flatter him with their mouths,
    lying to him with their tongues;
37 their hearts were not loyal to him,
    they were not faithful to his covenant.
James’ next verses show the importance of these trials in our spiritual growth.

James 1:3,4 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.
This life in Christ requires His children to be mature and complete. There are forces arrayed against us beyond our own flesh as clearly stated in Paul’s instruction in Ephesians.

Eph 6:10-13 10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities , against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand
We are physically born lacking everything needed for our spiritual life. In fact we are born spiritually dead.  Maturity is a major theme in God’s words.  If we are truly saved then we must move on.  The writer of Hebrews also reflects this sentiment.

Heb 5:11-14, 6:1-3 11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try to understand. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. 1Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 2 instruction about cleansing rites, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3 And God permitting, we will do so.
Following rebirth the journey begins but certain things accompany salvation.  God requires us to have wisdom, a sign of maturity. 

James 1:5  5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.
What is wisdom? wis·dom: knowledge of what is true or right coupled with just judgment as to action otherwise known as sagacity, discernment, or insight
Wisdom is knowledge of the truth in action.  The exercise of our faith by accepting the trials of life brings maturity allowing wisdom to be engaged in our lives.  

Difficulties, Perseverance, Wisdom.   The path to the goal for believers to be useful to our Father and allow us to overcome and have an abundant life is not easy….but it’s necessary.  

Ps 37:1-91 Do not fret because of those who are evil
    or be envious of those who do wrong;
2 for like the grass they will soon wither,
    like green plants they will soon die away.3 Trust in the Lord and do good;
    dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.
4 Take delight in the Lord,
    and he will give you the desires of your heart.5 Commit your way to the Lord;
    trust in him and he will do this:
6 He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn,
    your vindication like the noonday sun.7 Be still before the Lord
    and wait patiently for him;
do not fret when people succeed in their ways,
    when they carry out their wicked schemes.8 Refrain from anger and turn from wrath;
    do not fret—it leads only to evil.
9 For those who are evil will be destroyed, but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land.

Warnings are important and indicate that this life is fraught with dangers and we must take them seriously because much is at stake.  These trials that James says will come.  They are necessary agents in our lives to allow God to move us closer to Him and prove the genuineness of our life in Christ.

1 Peter 1:6,7   6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

If we fail to move forward with our Father through faith by believing in His care for us then we cannot move forward in our spiritual journey.  The failure of the Jews in their wanderings and later in the Promised Land (noted in Ps 78) is a warning for those of us who will not trust our Father.  

James warns us:

James 1:6-8 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.

In our doubting of our Father we will follow other sources as reinforced in Ephesians:

Eph 4:14 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming
So what does this wisdom look like?  God had given us further instruction in the next verses. 

James 1:9-11 9 Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. 10 But the rich should take pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower. 11 For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their b business.
What Christ has done for us as reiterated in Paul’s letter to the Galatians….

Gal 3:26-28 6 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith,27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
…and this is to take precedent over all other aspects of our physical life.  So James provides a test for each of us to use to determine if we are in fact gaining the wisdom God requires for our maturing.  Lack of wisdom in these basic life situations would have us running down proverbial “rabbit holes” and suffer pain as ….

1 Tim 6:6-10 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
James reinforces the fact the outcome of life’s issues regardless of their severity really depend on our acceptance and patience and they truly are tests with rewards.  Are we really genuine in our lives?
James 1:12 12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.

These blessings are directed to those who love Him.  Acting like the stoics of ancient times  “toughing it out” is not what James is writing about.  Motivation is everything (This topic will be elaborated in upcoming ABF studies on James). Why do we do anything in life? 

Do we love our heavenly Father?

John 1415 15 “If you love me, keep my commands.
1 cor 13:4-7 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres
James continues detailing the wisdom we need. The source of our trials must be understood as well.  We must not cast dispersions on God but understand what part we play in the situation in which we are involved.

James 1:15  13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone;14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.
In fact James warns us that we are deceived if God is implicated.  He reminds us of the righteousness, kindness and constancy of the God he gave his life to:

James 2:16-18 6 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.
These few verses are meant to awaken believers.  We may be frightened by James’ penned words but it’s important act on them (another ABF focus).   Peter speaks of the same issue when we are obedient:

1 Peter 1:3-113 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins. 10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Our Father wants us to be sure of ourselves in relation to Him, not deceived, and ready to perform the tasks he has prepared in advance for us to do.

Eph 2:10 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

If we examine and find ourselves in a state of rebellion, resisting and not confessing and learning to accept the tests God is sending we may not be who we think we are.  In Matthew 7 Jesus Himself warns us as He speaks of this deception… 

Matt 7:21-23 21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’
In ABF we will examine what James says regarding the wisdom in knowing who we truly are.  

Those here today who have confessed to our Savior Jesus Christ …what say you to James?  Do those tests of God prove faith genuine or empty?   Jesus is waiting for that next step in faith?

For those not yet trusting Jesus Christ …Jesus is waiting for that first step.  What are you waiting for?
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